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From Mechanical Body Theory to "Being—in—-the—world" Body Theory:
A Body Landscape in Educational Technology Practice

ZHANG Gangyao, CHEN Yu
(School of Education Science and Technology, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications,

Nanjing Jiangsu 210023)

[Abstract] Under the guidance of Descartes” Mechanical Body Theory, the early educational
technology practice presents the body landscape of "passivity" and "reparability". The "passivity" makes
the learner’s body invisible, while the '"reparability" is committed to seeking the universality and
abstraction of knowledge, which alienates the learner “s life experience. Merleau—Ponty s pioneering work
has led to the gradual expansion of the "Being—in—the—world" Body Theory in the whole field of thinking,
and has been driven and deepened by the structure of "human (body) —technology —world" in the
technological era. In this context, the practice of educational technology depicts a new picture of "multiple
body forms and multiple modes of presence", including "absence presence" based on learners” graphical
avatars in cyberspace, "perceptual presence" of "integrated symbiosis" based on learners and VR
technology in virtual reality space, and "separated presence" based on virtual digital teachers / learners in
twin digital space.

[Keywords]| Mechanical Body Theory; "Being—in—the —world" Body Theory; Educational Technology
Practice; Body



